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- The Senate of the State of Mississippi convened in the. 
Senate Chamber, in the State House, at Jackson, on the 3rd 
day of December, 1835, at 12 0'clock, meredian, pursuant 
toa Proclamation from David Dickson, as Secretary of State, 
dated 21st November, 1835, in the words following, to 
wit: 


“A PROCLAMATION. 


BY DAVID DICKSON, 
Secretary of State for the State of Mississippi. 

“Whereas, The office of Governor has became vacant 
by the expiration of the termof seit! y ci His Excellency 
Hiram G. Runnels; an! whereas, there is neither President 
of the Senate, or Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
in consequence whereof, an interregnum now exists:—Now, 
by the power and authority in me vested by the Seven- 
teenth Section of the fifth Article of the Constitution, 1 do 
_ hereby require the Senate to convene at the State-Houce 
in the town of Jackeon, os Tuesday, Dio third aay of De- 
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cember next, that a President of the Senate'may be chosen, 
to exercise the office of Governor. 

Given under my hand, at Jackson, this twenty-first day of 
November, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 


DAVID DICKSON, Secretar y of State.” 


The members who appeared of the former Senate, by 
virtue of Elections prior to the General Election on the 
first Monday of November and day following, 1835, were 
Messrs. John A. Quitman, the Senator from the Senato- 
rial District, composed of the county of Adams; and John 
Henderson, the Senator from the Senatorial District com- 
posed of the county of Wilkinson. 
.  Ofthe Senators elected at the General Election, en the 

first Monday and day following, of November, 1835, ap- 
peared, Messrs. John A. Grimball, and Robert H. Buckner, 
the Senators elect from the Senatorial District composed 
of the county of Hinds. 

Alexander G. McNutt, the Senator from the Senatorial] Dis- 
trict composed of the counties of Warren and Washington. 

David W. Haley, the Senator from the Senatorial Dis- 
trict composed of the county of Madison. 

John Cameron, the Senator from the Senatorial District 
composed of the counties of Franklin and Jefferson. 

William Van Norman, the Senator from the Senatorial 
Distriek composed of the county of Amite. 

Harmon Runnels, the Senator from the Senatorial Dis- 
trict com posed of the county of Lawrence. 

Seth Granberry. the Senator from the Senatorial District 
composed of the county of Copiah. 

Richard A. Hargis, the Senator from the Senatorial Dis- 
trict composed of the counties of Rankin and Simpson. 

Making in all, eleven Senators present; a majority of the 
whole number to which the State is entitled. 

On motion of Mr. Van Norman. Mr. Quitman was cal- 
led to the Chair, and the Chairman then proceeded io ad- 
minister the Constitutional Oath of Office, to the nine Sen- 
ators elect last aforesaid. = 

On motion of Mr. Hargis, the Senate then adjourned 
until 12 o’clock, meredian, to-morrow. 

Fray, 12 o’cLock, MEREDIAN, Dec. 4, 1835, 

The Senate convened, pursuant to adjournment, 

: All the Senators present, as of yesterday, at ihe adjourn- 
ment, to wit,eleven Senators: Ñ 
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On motion of Mr. Harzis, the following Resolution was 
adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the rules adopted by the Senate for its 
government at the last session, be adopted by the Senate for 
its government at the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Hargis, the Senate were proceeding 
to the election ofaPresident of the body by ballot, Messrs. 
Van Norman and Haley being first appointed Tellers by 
the Chairman,—when 

Mr. Runnels presented the following Resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the person elected for the President of the 
Senate, consider that his appointment will expire on the 
first or second day of the next session of the Legislature. 

Said Resolution was considered and debated by the Sen- 
ate, and thereupon, the Chairman decided said Resolution 
to be notin order, 

Mr. Runnels appealed from the decision of the Chair; 
and the question was put, 

‘Will the Senate sustain the decision of the Chair?— 
and the same was decided in the affirmative. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a President of 
that body; and on counting the ballotthe First time, the re 
sult was found to be as follows: 


John A. Quitman, - - - - five votes. 
John Cameron, - - - -7 = one vote. 
John A. Grimball, - - - - two votes. 
Robert H. Buckner, - - - - three votes. 


And, thereupon, the Chairman declared there had been 
no election, and the Senate proceeded to ballot a Second time, 
when the result was as follows, to wit: 


John A. Quitman, - - - - five votes. 
Robert H. Buckner, - - - - three votes. 
John A. Grimball, - - - - two votes. 
John Cameron, - - - - one vote. 


` And there being no election; the Senate ballotted a Third ` 
time, when the result was as follows, to wit: 


John A. Quitman, - + - - five votes. ° 
Robert H. Buckner, - = = - three votes. 
John A. Grimball, - - - - one vote. 
John Cameron, - - - - - one vote. 
John Henderson, - - ‘+ one vote. 


And there being no election, the Senate ballotted a Fourth 
time, when the result was as follows, to wit: 

John A. Quitman, - - - = five votes. 
- Robert H. Buckner, - -  - = four votes. 
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Jobn A.Grimball, - - <o one vote. 

John Henderson, - - - one vote. 

And there being no election, the Senate ballotteda Fifth 
time, when the result was as follows, to wit: 


John A. Quitman, - - - = five votes. 
Robert H. Buckner, - - - - four votes. 
John A. Grimball, - - - - one vote. 

John Henderson, - - - - one vote. 


And there being no election, the Senate balloted a Sixth 
time, when the result was as follows, to-wit: 


John A. Quitman, - - - - five votes, . 
Robert H. Buckner,  - - - - four votes. 
John Henderson, ` =- two votes. 


Mr. Hargis then moved that the Senate adjourn to half 
past two o’clock, P. M. this day—and the Senate having 
considered the motion, refused to adopt it. 

The Senate then ballotted a seventh time, when the result 
was as follows, to wit: 


John A. Quitman, - - - -sis votes. 
Robert H. Buckner, - - - - four votes. 
John Henderson, ~- - =- - one vote. 


The Honorable Joun A. Qurrman, having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes present, and the Senators present be- 
ing a Constitutional majority of the whole number of Sena- 
tors to which the State is entitled in the State Legislature, 
was therefore duly and constitutionally elected the Presi- 
dent of that body. 

Mr. Quitman thereupon addressed the Senate as follows: 
“SENATORS: 

“By the report of the tellers, it appears that I am duly 
elected Presiding officer of this body. Although 1 am well 
aware, that in this selection, you have been actuated alone 
by your views of the public interest, yet I would do violence 
to my feelings, were I to withhold the expression of my 
grateful acknowledgements for the confidence you have re- 
posed in me. I did not seek this station; and were 1 to con- 
sult my inclinations, I would be disposed to decline a trust 
so arduous and responsible as that you have confided to me. 
A sense of duty, however, and a just for your opin- 
ions, induce me to accept it. 

“My limited experience in legislation, been sufficient 
to convince me, how important to a legislative body are at 
all times, method, firmness, and prompt decision in its pre- 
siding officer. Upon these anne ei in the Chair, de- 
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‘pend, in a great measure, the harmony; order and facilities, 
with which the business of Legislation is to progress. 

“At the present crisis, other high and important duties 
devolve upon the President of the Senate. ` The Proclama- 
tion of the acting Secretary of State, informs us, that the 
emergency exists, in which the head of this body is called 
upon by the Constitution, to exercise the Chief Executive 
power of the State. ` 

“Distrustful as I am of my abilities to perform these double 
duties to the satisfaction of the Senate, and of the public, I 
can but-promise to bring to the discharge of the former, un- 
tiring industry and zealous attention; and to the perfor- 
mance of the latter, a sincere disposition to understand and 
promote the true interests of the whole State. l 

“Allow me again, in conclusion, Senators, to express my 
deep and grateful sense of the high confidence you have re- 
posed in me, and my firm determination, while I shall avoid 
the assumption of doubtful powers, to meet the responsibili- 
ties and duties which the Constitution and Laws impose 
upon me, with manly firmness.” 

The Senate then adjourned to half past 2 o'clock, P. M. | 
this day. 

The Bonds met pursuant toadjournment. 

Mr. Van Norman presented the following resolution, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to procure one 
hundred copies of the Rules adopted by the Senate for the 
government of the same, and deliver them to the Senate, 
at its regular meeting in January next. 

And the Senate having considered the same, they refused 
to concur therein. . 

On motion of Mr. Hargis, the following resolution was 
adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be requested 
to transmit a complete copy of the journals of the present 
session of the Senate, to the different editorsin the town of 
Jackson, for publication in their respective papers. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the Senate then adjourned 
sine die. l 

ÅTTEST: \ JOHN P. GILBERT, 
Secretary of the Senate. 
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